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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Madame President,  

 

This statement is delivered by Franciscans International (FI) on behalf of World Vision (WV), Edmund 

Rice International (ERI) and Marist International Solidarity Foundation (FMSI).   

 

We would like to draw the attention of the Human Rights Council (HRC) to the enduring violence 

against albino children in the United Republic of Tanzania and its neighboring countries. 

 

In recent years, people with albinism have been subjected to atrocious levels of violence and killed due to 

a witchcraft belief that their body parts bring wealth and success to those who consume them. This 

phenomenon has rapidly acquired a regional dimension, as it now affects countries such as Burundi, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, Kenya, and Zimbabwe.   

 

Our organizations are particularly concerned that children are increasingly becoming targets of such 

violent acts. Albino children are subjected to physical and sexual violence, stigmatization, and 

discrimination. They endure brutal mutilation, often ending in death, and their body parts are sold to 

witch doctors. Girls with albinism are vulnerable to sexual abuse due to a belief that having sexual 

intercourse with them can cure AIDS. Stigmatized as sources of bad luck, albino children are often forced 

to leave their homes, finding themselves in a street situation and exposed to further violence and abuse.  

 

Given the complexity of the issue, we believe that a holistic response, based on prosecution, prevention, 

and protection, is needed at the international, regional, and national levels. Within this framework, close 

coordination between the national stakeholders and the international community is key for achieving 

progress. 

 

Therefore we call on the Human Rights Council to pay attention to the plight of albino children and in 

particular recommend the following: 

 

 Strengthen international cooperation and mutual assistance to address the situation of people with 

albinism, especially children, in the affected countries; 

 Raise awareness on the issue and ensure that international protection is provided to the victims of 

such practices, including the granting of refugee status; 

 Encourage the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children to 

prepare a comprehensive thematic report on violence against albino children; 

 Urge the governments concerned to reinforce measures to effectively address the issue. 

   

Thank you for your attention.  


