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Thank you Mr President, 
Franciscans International with the support of the Congregation of St. Joseph and International Dalit 

Solidarity Network would like to welcome the annual report of the Special Rapporteur. We commend his conclusion 
that violence in the name of religion is often the result of “narrow-minded and polarizing interpretations of 
religious traditions that may bring about societal fragmentation processes with far-reaching negative 
repercussions on social relations; and policies of deliberate exclusion, often in conjunction with narrowly defined 
national identity politics and other factors”.1  

We would like to express our deep concern regarding the situation of religious and communal violence in 
India. India is one of the most diverse countries in the world, regarding ethnicity as well as religion and beliefs. It is 
also the largest democracy in the world. However, according to our observations and experiences, there has been an 
increasing number of incidents related to religious and communal violence.  

In the past, India has undergone terrible episodes of violence against religious minorities. Recent examples 
include: violence against the Muslim community in Gujarat in 2002, violence against the Christian community in 
Kandhamal in 2007 and 2008, and the violence in Muzaffarnagar in 2013, which left dozens or perhaps even 
hundreds of people dead and thousands of others internally displaced. In the last few years, patterns have changed 
from large scale killings to large scale displacement. For instance, communal violence in Assam in 2012 caused the 
single largest human displacement in India since the partition in 1947, with over 400.000 people being displaced. 
Between December 2014 and February 2015, five Churches were either ransacked or burned, the latest case 
occurring at St. Alphonsa's church in South Delhi on February 2nd. Such episodes of violence are often seen as being 
politically motivated, with the ensuing polarization of communities yielding dividends during elections.  

There are many underlying factors that enable and feed such violence: local struggles over access to 
resources like land and forestry, and the availability of jobs are among them. The caste system is also at play. It 
rigidifies structures of exclusion and remains a reality among most communities in India, including those of Hindu, 
Muslim and Christian backgrounds. Groups and individuals from the so-called ‘low castes’ are the most vulnerable 
and most affected by these episodes of violence, for they are doubly disadvantaged – as members of a religious 
minority and as members of a ‘low caste’. Consequentially, these groups are the ones who lose their already limited 
access to resources. Caste or ethnicity is also used as a trigger for violence – with attempts to divide members of the 
same or similar castes, or indigenous and non-indigenous peoples, along lines of religion. For example, in recent 
episodes of violence in the North Indian State of Uttar Pradesh, Hindu Dalits were mobilized against Muslims, and in 
Kandhamal (Odisha) in 2007 & 2008 indigenous Hindu communities were actively mobilized against indigenous 
Christian communities and Christian Dalits.  In addition, human rights defenders representing religious minorities or 
seeking accountability for communal violence have themselves experienced repeated incidents of intimidation and 
harassment. 

 
Therefore, we would like to recommend the Government of India the following: 

1. To accelerate the investigation of cases of attacks against minorities, especially religious minorities, and 
bring perpetrators to justice; 

2. To adopt concrete policy measures at national and state levels which guarantee the freedom of religion 
and belief for all citizens of India;  

3. To invite the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of religion and belief to make a country visit to India to 
assess the situation of religious minorities.  

Thank you. 
 

                                                           
1
 See the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief A/HRC/28/66 para 84.  


